
Collective Remarks
Well, its here…2009 has arrived and Delta Dressage is 
off to great start!  At our Annual Year End Awards 
party we ate, drank and celebrated the successes of 
many of our members who received awards for their 
show scores in 2008.  Congratulations to all!  We have 
riders at every level competing for the great year end 
awards we provide for our members!  If you were not 
at the party, you missed the nice wooden totes that 
Melissa Garner’s husband made, and the fabulous 
zip-up fleece jackets sponsored by Fair Meadows 
Farm and Image Extensions!  Get ready for next year!  
We have a nice budget for 2009 Year End Awards so 
plan ahead and be sure to get your scores in!   Just put 
your tests away in a safe place so you can send a copy 
at the end of the year to Melissa Garner and compete 
for our awards!

Many, many thanks to Melissa for all that she does for 
our club.  She not only publishes our newsletter, but 
she spends countless hours preparing for the Silent 
Auction, and searching for great ribbons and prizes 
for our awards program.  Please let her know how 
much you appreciate all that she does when you see 
her.  We would be lost without her!

I am sure you know by now that I am your new 
President!   Most of you know me, and know that I 

dearly love our club, and enjoy so 
much all of the members and the 
friendships that I have formed 
over the last 10 years.  Being a club 
officer is not a very sought after 
position!  It seems that there was 
no one clamoring for the jobs!  We 
all know that being an officer is a 
lot of work with very little reward.  
I know that going into it, and I 
accepted the nomination and vote 
to hold this office knowing that it 
is a position greater than me.  I 
accept the job with a humble heart; 

and with the belief that anyone who holds an office is 
serving the members of the club.  I have nothing to 

gain, so you can be sure that I am here only to serve 
you.  I hope, in turn, you will take your membership 
seriously and participate with enthusiasm in 2009!  It 
takes the involvement of all members to make the 
club successful, so I am counting on YOU to help!   
Thanks to other new officers, Trish King, Vice-
President, and Tina Cimino West, Treasurer.

This club’s goal is to promote dressage in our 
community, and to provide opportunities to increase 
knowledge and riding skills through educational 
seminars, clinics, schooling shows and rated shows.  
We have committees dedicated to each part of our 
goals, so I hope that as we seek to fill committees, you 
will consider where you might serve in our club.  We 
have a Show Committee, Clinic Committee, Awards 
Committee, and a Membership/Communications 
that need new members for 2009.

Our goal for 2009 is to put together interesting and 
educational venues for the club.  We hope to have 
more schooling shows, clinics and programs that we 
have enjoyed in the past.  Jane Crane is working on 
the Maryal Barnett clinic on judging, Dana Bishop is 
putting together a clinic to teach us how to show our 
horses in hand, and we will be planning meetings 
that emphasis grooming, lunging, ring geometry, 
horse health, rider health, etc…all of the things that 
are important to our members.  

Our meetings have been held every third Tuesday of 
the month.  We are polling members to see if there is a 
better weekday so that we can increase attendance.  
Generally only about 6 to 10 people attend the 
meetings, and most are officers.   Please consider 
coming to all of the meetings and sharing your 
thoughts and desires for the club.  Our next meeting 
is Tuesday night, March 17, at 7:00 pm at Orion in 
Collierville.  I hope to see you at our meetings.  I will 
be encouraged and excited to see you attend, so 
please put it on your calendar!  Let’s make 2009 a 
great year together!

-Your President, Marsha Klimetz
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USDF NEWS
Show news - regarding whips:

For USEF/USDF-Licensed Dressage Competitions, 
the allowable whip length is 120cm (DR120 & 121).  
This was effective December 1st, 2008.

For High Performance classes held at USEF/USDF-
Licensed Dressage Competitions, the allowable whip 
length remains 110cm until an extraordinary rule 
change brings this rule into line with the others.  This 
change is anticipated to become effective the end of 
February.

New FEI Test Reminder and Young Horse Test 
Update

As a reminder, the FEI issued new dressage tests for 
the following levels, effective January 1, 2009: Prix St. 
Georges, Intermediaire I and Freestyle, Intermediaire 
II, Grand Prix, Special, and Freestyle, Young Rider 
Grand Prix, and all Junior and Young Rider tests 
(including Team, Individual, and Freestyle). 

These new test versions must be used by all USEF-
licensed dressage competitions and CDI’s beginning 
January 1, 2009, and for all 2009 USEF High-
Performance, USEF National, and North American 
Junior and Young Rider Championships (NAJYRC) 
qualifying and championships. Of particular note to 
young riders, the Prix St. Georges test will now be 
used as the Team Test (not the Individual Test), and a 
new Individual Test has been issued and must be 
used.

The FEI has just announced that the FEI Young Horse 
Tests have now also been updated regarding the 
deductions/penalty points. The movements remain 
the same. Mirroring this change, the USEF Dressage 
Committee has also now updated the USEF Four-
Year-Old Test. Please be sure to use the updated score 
sheets for your Young Horse classes.

In addition, please be reminded that ALL of the above 
FEI tests have a new coefficient system, which is also 
reflected in updated versions of the Pony and 
Children’s Tests (although these are not new tests, just 
updates, as the movements remain the same as 
previous editions).

FEI tests are available for free download from the FEI 
website at www.fei.org/Disciplines/Dressage/
Organisers/Pages/Dressage_Tests.aspx. 

USEF has obtained permission from the FEI for U.S. 
organizers to use the new FEI tests in a legal-size, 
double-sided format. Heather Petersen has been kind 
enough to re-format the new tests and they are 
available for download from her website at http://
petersendressage.com/Show/FEITests.

Individual Tickets for the 2009 Rolex FEI World 
Cup™ Finals in Las Vegas Go on Sale February 16

Finals at the Thomas & Mack Center in Las Vegas, 
April 15-19. The city of Las Vegas sets the perfect 
backdrop for high jumping, side stepping, non-stop 
equestrian competition.
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Once again hosted by Las Vegas Events (LVE), the 
Rolex FEI World Cup™ Finals bring spectators edge-
of-their-seat entertainment as they watch riders 
compete for the title of FEI World Cup champion in 
the Olympic disciplines of show jumping and 
dressage.

Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games Launches New 
Website

The Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games has a new 
look on the web. The World Games 2010 Foundation 
officially launched a new website for the 2010 Games 
at www.feigames2010.org.

Brand New Equestrian College Recruiting Website 
Now Online

When Bridget Imparato, a USEF judge and steward 
was faced with her son, Michael, being a high school 
junior, her sights started to focus on college riding 
opportunities. The difficulties of navigating through 
the recruiting process led her to start an exciting new 
website, www.EquestrianCollegeRecruiter.com. This 
website has become a one-stop location to get college 
equestrian riding questions answered. High school 
athletes can post an academic and riding resume 
along with photos and full-length video of them 
riding; the athletes are sorted by graduating year and 
chosen discipline. This creates a unique location for 
college coaches who are searching for their future 
college riding team members.

Some deadlines coming up:

March 1st.:
 FEI JR/YR “Declarations of Intent” to 
qualify for the NAJYRC due to USDF office.

March 15th:
 Final Deadline for Late NAJYRC 
Declarations of Intent.

March 26th:
 2010 Regional Championship Host 
Application due to USDF Office from Regional 
Director.  

April 1st: 
 Dr. Bob Fund Applications due to FEI 
JR/YR Coordinator - Joan Darnell- FEI JR/ YR 
<joan@dressage.us>

April 15th:
 PM Delegate Nominations due to 
USDF office

April 30th:
 NAJYRC Host Show Applications 
due to USEF - detailed information below.
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Possible Levels and Ratings for USEF - licensed 
Dressage Competitions are being developed

In 2006, the USEF Board of Directors approved a rule 
change requiring "levels and ratings" for Dressage 
Competitions. The effective date has been delayed 
until 12/1/09 to allow time for development of 
criteria and standards. The purpose of this rule 
change was to evaluate competitions for re-licensing 
using appropriate and fair criteria for each level and 
rating. [In other words, a small regional competition

shouldn't have to meet the same criteria as a regional 
championship or a high performance qualifying 
competition.] As the Dressage affiliate organization of 
USEF, USDF was directed to propose criteria for

Dressage Competitions. Early in 2008, USDF 
appointed a working group to develop a system for 
dressage levels/ratings. The attached chart located at 
the link below, recommending five levels of Dressage

Competitions, was approved in principle by both the 
USDF Executive Board and USEF Dressage 
Committee at the recent USDF annual convention. 
Now we are asking for your feedback in order to 
further refine the proposal.

The chart lists five levels of Dressage Competitions. 
Levels Three through Five are already in existence 
and already require separate applications and criteria 
from USEF and/or USDF. Level Two includes most of 
the current USEF-licensed/USDF-recognized 
Dressage Competitions. Level One would be a new 
lower level of competition which we hope will 
encourage new competitions in areas which cannot 
currently afford to hold licensed competitions. The 
big incentive for Levels One and Two would be the 
introduction of Dressage "Opportunity" classes. Such 
classes would not require either USEF or USDF horse 
IDs or rider/owner memberships, however scores 
from these classes couldn't be used for national 
awards.

We look forward to your questions and suggestions in 
order to improve our recommendations.

The Competition Ratings and Standards Working 
Group members are Janine Malone, Chair, George 
Williams, Kathie Moffitt, Veronica Holt, Janet Foy, 
Anneliese Vogt-Harber, Sally Chionsini, Lendon Gray, 
Mary Anne McPhail, and Debra Reinhardt.

LEVELS RATINGS CHART

http://www.usdf.org/docs/about/about-usdf/
councilscommittees/LevelsRatingsChart.pdf

Dressage Competitions Invited to Submit 
Applications for USEF/NAJYRC Qualifiers

Lexington, KY – The United States Equestrian 
Federation, Inc.® (USEF) invites licensed dressage 
competitions to apply to become an official 2010 
“qualifying competition” for the USEF Dressage 
Developing Programs and the FEI North American 
Junior & Young Rider Dressage Championships 
(NAJYRC). 

The USEF Developing Programs & the NAJYRC 
Program include the following:

- USEF National Championships for Juniors, Young 
Riders, & Young Adult “Brentina Cup”

- FEI North American Junior & Young Rider Dressage 
Championships

- USEF National Young Horse & Developing Horse 
Dressage Championships

Competitions licensed for dates from January 1, 2010 
– December 31, 2010 will be considered at this time. A 
completed application for each licensed competition 
must be submitted and received by April 30, 2009. 
Applications received after this deadline will NOT be 
considered. In an exciting development for this year 
and to streamline the collection of applications, a new 
on-line application is available via the USEF website 
at this link: http://www.usef.org/_IFrames/
breedsDisciplines/discipline/allDressage/
natdressage.aspx.

This on-line form allows for easy electronic 
completion and submission of competition 
applications.  
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In Search of North America's Next Dancing 
Dressage Stars

Freestyle designer Karen Robinson 
( www.applausedressage.com ) and Mike 
Matson ( www.equimusic.com ) are In Search of 
North America's Next Dancing Dressage Stars. A total 
of $1,500 is awaiting the winners: $1,000 for first 
place, $350 for second place, and $150 for third place. 
Those placing below third place will get music 
selected by Mike for their next freestyle. 

Interested? If so, here's what you need to do. 

1. Submit a video of a freestyle you performed 
between January 1, 2009 and September 1, 2009. 
Submissions must be postmarked no later than 
September 15, 2009. Only one submission per person 
is allowed. 

2. As this is a search for up-and-coming horse/rider 
freestyle combinations, only First, Second, Third, or 
Fourth Level USDF Freestyle performances are 
eligible. With your video include a judge's signed 
copy of the freestyle test you performed. Only 
individual freestyles can be entered.  Include with the 
video your name, contact information, your horse's 
name, age, and breed, and the titles of the music you 
used in the freestyle. 

3. Mike will select the top performances which will 
then be posted on YouTube by November 1, 2009. The 
winner will be selected by YouTube viewers. Your 
name, your horse's information, and the music 

information will be included in the YouTube 
description. The first place winner will be the one 
receiving the most "First Place" votes in the YouTube 
"Comments and Responses" section, on the Ultimate 
Dressage Bulletin Board (UDBB), and on the 
Chronicle of the Horse (CotH) Dressage Forum by 
midnight on November 30, 2009. The video receiving 
the second largest votes for "First Place" will place 
second, and the video receiving the third largest votes 
for "First Place" will place third. Each registered 
YouTube, UDBB, or CotH vote will only count 
once. Mike will announce the First, Second, and Third 
place winners and contact those individuals to mail 
them the checks - just in time for holiday spending! 

When you are ready to send your video, contact Mike 
via his web site for mailing information. Only digital 
videos in PC/Mac compatible formats will be 
accepted. 

Lastly, don't think a First or Second Level freestyle 
can't be as good as a Third or Fourth Level freestyle. 
It's all about the MUSICAL PERFORMANCE! So 
don't hesitate to send in First or Second Level 
freestyles. The 2008 winner was a Second Level 
Freestyle! 

Let the Search begin!

To view last year's contestants and placings go to: 
http://www.ultimatedressage.com/forums/
viewtopic.php?t=144882&highlight=vote+americas
+next+dancing+dressage+star


 Volume 2009, Issue 1

www.DeltaDressage.com
 Page 5

HIGHGROVE
FARM

Dressage training
Boarding

Sales

USDF Certified Instructor
Kim Gentry

741 Bray Station Road
Collierville, TN

854-9556

KIM GENTRY DRESSAGE
training · instruction · sales

USDF Certified Instructor
Training – Fourth Level

“L” judge program graduate
Training of horses and riders at all 

levels
Young horses started under saddle

K i m @ k i m g e n t r y d r e s s a g e . c o m

901.412.7743

w w w. k i m g e n t r y d r e s s a g e . c o m



WEG Tickets:

USDF is currently hosting a membership drive 
offering all participating and group members, as of 
February 11, 2009, the chance to reserve a series of 
tickets for any WEG discipline.  This offer is only 
available online, and members have been notified that 
their e-mail must be updated with USDF in order to 
receive the special offer.  Tickets will be available for 
online purchase March 15 through March 30.

Attention All Sport Horse Qualifiers

Please be reminded that horses earning a score of 77 
percent or better in a Great American/USDFBC 
qualifying class will be eligible to compete in the 
Great American/USDFBC series final event. Please 
refer to the USDFBC rules for additional information. 
New FEI Tests NOT eligible to be used as qualifying 
tests for Regional Championships Effective 1/1/2009: 
The FEI has revised two tests: the FEI Young Rider 
Individual and the Young Rider Grand Prix 16-25. 
Please be aware that neither of these tests are eligible 
to be used as Great American/USDF qualifying tests.

For those who weren't able to make it to the USDF 
Convention in Denver this year, here is where you 
can read the reports from all the National Councils 
and Committees.

http://usdf.org/press/news/view-news.asp?
news=287

Dear GM/PM Delegates and GMO Presidents: 

As you know, the proposed fiscal year (FY 2009-2010) 
budget, which begins on April 1, 2009, was not 
approved by the Board of Governors during the 
Annual Convention in Denver. The following motions 
were passed by the BOG in the context of balancing 
the FY 2009-2010 budget: 

Ken Levy MOVED and Rebecca Yount SECONDED a 
motion to amend the proposed budget: Resolved by 
the Board of Governors that: a. The proposed dues 
and fee increases be struck from the budget; b. Each 
Council, Committee and USDF Administration 
budgets shall be reduced by a weighted percent of 
their budget as compared to the overall USDF 
proposed expense budget; that for the 2009-2010 
budget year, a budget may be adopted that is out of 
balance to the amount of the depreciation. MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Barbara Cadwell MOVED Gerry Muldrow 
SECONDED a motion that the national championship 
be held in abeyance pending further action and that 
USDF continue to collect the $10 RC qualifying fee 
and that the $2 that currently goes to the NC fund 
and interest collected from the NC fund be applied to 
general revenue instead of accruing in the NC fund. 

Accordingly, on January 29th on behalf of the USDF 
Treasurer, Barbara Tuohino Funk, a communication 
requesting input to the Fiscal Year 2009-2010 
Preliminary Budget was distributed to all USDF 
Council and Committee Chairs. Attached to the 
communication were two documents, including a 
document titled; “USDF Budget Balancing Fact Sheet 
– Recommendations & Request for Council and 
Committee Input”, which contains important 
background information and instructions for input. 
Also provided was the new “Fiscal Year 2009-2010 
Preliminary Budget”. 

To keep USDF BOG delegates and GMO presidents in 
the loop regarding progress being made, these 
documents are available for review on the USDF 
Website’s financial page. 

In reviewing these documents, it is recommended 
that the document titled “USDF Budget Balancing 
Fact Sheet – Recommendations & Request for Council 
and Committee Input” is reviewed prior to the 
Preliminary Budget because it puts that document in 
perspective. The posted Preliminary Budget dated 
1/23/09 is a working document and provides 
important information, but the end goal is to show a 
balanced budget (no operating loss) when the 
budgeting process is finalized for the new fiscal year 
which begins on April 1, 2009. The approach being 
taken is to balance the FY 2009-2010 budget without 
imposing general dues or fees increases, but instead 
by reducing expenses and finding new revenue 
sources. 

Please direct questions regarding the documents to 
the Executive Director, Stephan Hienzsch. 

Best Regards, Stephan Hienzsch 

USDF Executive Director
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DDA MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS
LAST ISSUE FOR ADS FROM 2008

If you paid for a business card ad or other newsletter advertisement for 2008, this is your 
last issue.  If you wish to renew, please send your renewal check to Melissa Garner.
The rates are listed on the last page of this issue.  Please make your check payable to DDA.  

Write DDA Newsletter Advertising in the note section of the check, and mail it to:
DDA Newsletter Ad
c/o Melissa Garner, Editor
1076 Echles Street
Memphis, TN 38111

DDA 2009 CALENDAR IS UPDATED ON THE WEBSITE
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Collierville Saddlery
(901) 854-1881 fax (901) 854-1601

2050 West Poplar Ave., Ste. 103

Collierville, TN 38017

Looking forward to serving you in 2009!

Magnolia Hill Stables
Caren Vandergrift

901-476-8655

magnoliahill@bellsouth.net
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The shows listed below count towards DDA Year End Awards.  Please check the 
Awards Program for complete details.

March 14 - Cedar Wind Farm Schooling Show Cedar Wind Farm, 
etumlin@cedarwindfarm.com

March 28 - DDA Spring Fling Massar Stables, www.DeltaDressage.com

April 4-5 - MsEDA Sherry Levin USDF Clifton Farms, www.ms-eda.org

April 18 - Cedar Wind Farm Schooling Show Cedar Wind Farm, 
etumlin@cedarwindfarm.com

May 2 - DDA Memphis in Springtime I USDF Tunica, MS, www.DeltaDressage.com

May 3 - DDA Memphis in Springtime II USDF Tunica, MS, www.DeltaDressage.com

May 29 - Tennessean Express USDF Murfreesboro, TN, www.TNDressage.com

May 30-31 - Tennessean Dressage USDF Murfreesboro, TN, www.TNDressage.com

June 27 - DDA Summer Sizzler Fair Meadow Farm www.DeltaDressage.com

July 10-12 - DDA Blues City Dressage USDF Memphis, TN www.DeltaDressage.com

July 25 - Cedar Wind Farm Schooling Show Cedar Wind Farm, 
etumlin@cedarwindfarm.com

August 21 - Ole South Prelude USDF Murfreesboro, TN www.TNDressage.com

August 22-23 - Ole South Dressage USDF Murfreesboro, TN www.TNDressage.com

September 19 - ADS Country Classic I USDF Perryville, AR, www.ArkansasDressage.com

September 20 - ADS Country Classic II USDF Perryville, AR, www.ArkansasDressage.com

October 4 - Cedar Wind USDF Show Cedar Wind Farm, etumlin@cedarwindfarm.com

October 17 - DDA Fall Colors Magnolia Hill Stables www.DeltaDressage.com

November 14-15 - DDA Turkey Trot USDF Hernando, MS www.DeltaDressage.com

November 28 - Cedar Wind Schooling Show Cedar Wind Farm, 
etumlin@cedarwindfarm.com

November 30, 2008 - Delta Dressage Scores Due!

Please go to www.deltadressage.com for updates.



DDA NEWS
minutes of DDA board meeting 1/24/09

The meeting was convened by president Michele 
Renshaw at 5:30 PM at Fair Meadow Farm.  
Attendees Cheryl Becker, Jane Crane, Sandy 
Donovan, Laurel Florio, Melissa Garner, Pat Kessler, 
Marsha Klimetz, Kathleen Massey, Simone Millbright, 
Michele Renshaw, Sumathira Sathanandan, Tanya 
Sibley, Tina West, Debbie Yoakum

Awards—Melissa Garner reported that the year-end 
committee report is in the December Newsletter.  
Melissa Garner requested that the 2009 committee be 
given a yearly budget to work from.  Based upon the 
expenditures for 2007 & 2008, Jane Crane moved that 
a budget of maximum $2000 be specified for awards/
prizes, with expenditures to be monitored as the year 
progresses.  Marsha Klimetz seconded; the motion 
was passed.

Recognized shows—Michele Renshaw reported that 
the contracts for Tunica and SSA are signed for 2009.  
We have no written contract with Clifton Farms for 
Turkey Trot.  Marsha Klimetz will work with 
Elizabeth Rice to develop a simple, straightforward 
contract.

Omnibus—Sandy Donovan reported that the 2009 
Omnibus should be at the printers within the week.  
Jane Crane proposed that the club insert a full page 
ad for the October Maryal Barnett judging clinic, for 
the cost of $100.  Michele Renshaw moved, and 
Melissa Garner seconded.  The motion passed.  Jane 
Crane will prepare the ad immediately and email it to 
Sandy Donovan.

Year-end awards—the requirement for attendance at 1 
board meeting for members living within 50 miles 
was reinstated.

2009 ELECTION RESULTS
Officers for 2009-2010:

Marsha Klimetz

 
 President
Tricia King
 
 
 Vice President
Tina West
 
 
 Treasurer
Jane Crane
 
 
 Secretary(2009 only)

Board members at large for 2009-2010
Melissa Garner

Kara Watkins
Simone Millbright
Pat Kessler
Tanya Sibley

Debbie Yoakum continues as membership/
communications committee chairman with Simone 
Millbright in charge of DDA e-mail communications.

New committee members for show activities, clinics/
programs, & awards need to be in place before March.  
If you are interested in any of these activities please 
contact Marsha.

NEWSLETTER ISSUES
Melissa Garner wants to step down as newsletter 
editor in 2010 to focus on our website, the awards 
committee and promoting new DDA membership.

Newsletter distribution was discussed—snail mail vs 
email, cost and effectiveness.  We need to gather more 
data.  Cheryl Becker volunteered to determine 
mailing cost per newsletter size & to provide free 
printing for an 8 1/2 x 11 format.  Simone will e-mail 
issues to members wishing an electronic copy.

BY-LAWS
Changes were discussed and adopted.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:30.
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Private Adult Facility

Offering training in Hunter/Jumper & Dressage

“Best horse care anywhere!”

www. F a i rM e a d ow F a r m . n e t

Mark & Sara Matz

901. 335.6082

Aimee Weldon

901.601.1166



Advertising Rates:
Full Page Ad: 
 
 $30/issue; $180/year
 Half Page Ad:
 
 $20/issue: $120/year

Quarter Page Ad:
 
 $12/issue; $72/year

Classified Advertising:

• FREE to members (first 3 lines - additional 3 lines-$5/issue subject to space availability)

• Non-members $5/issue (first 3 lines - additional 3 lines-$5/issue subject to space availability)

Business Card Advertising:

Members:

 $25/year
 
 
 Non-members:
 
 $40/year

Please make your check payable to DDA.  Write Advertising in the note section of the check, and mail it to:

DDA Newsletter Ad

c/o Melissa Garner, Editor

1076 Echles Street

Memphis, TN 38111

Newsletters are published bimonthly for February, April, June, August, October, and December.

Deadlines:  January 20th (February/March issue)
 March 20th (April//May issue)
 
 
 May 20th 
(June/July issue)

July 20th (August/September issue)
 
 September 20th (October/November issue)
 November 20th (December/January 
issue)

Collective Remarks
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Melissa Garner, Editor

DDA Newsletter

1076 Echles Street

Memphis, TN 38111


